FILIPPO STROZZI LAYS THE FOUNDATION-
STONE OF THE STROZZI PALACE IN
FLORENCE, AUGUST THE i6th, 1489

At the moment when the sun rose over the mountains
I laid the first stone of the foundations in the name of
God, as a good beginning for myself, my successors, and
all who may have a share in the building. I caused a Mass
of the Holy Ghost to be sung at the same hour by the
brothers of San Marco, another by the nuns of Murate,
a third in my own church Santa Maria di Lecceto, and
a fourth by the monks there, who are under some obliga-
tion to me, together with a prayer for a blessing on the
beginning of the work. The hour for the laying of the
foundation-stone was determined by horoscope by Messer
Benedetto Biliotti, Maestro Niccolo, and Messer Antonio
Benevieni, doctors; also Bishop Pagagnotti and Messer
Marsilio Ficino, all of whom confirmed it as propitious.
I sent twenty lire to the brothers of San Marco, to be doled
out in alms as they thought good, and an equal sum to
Murate. In lesser alms I disbursed ten lire. To Benedetto
Biliotti I gave four ells of black damask which cost me
twenty lire, and I invited to breakfast Maestro Jacopo the
master-mason, Maestro Andrea the founder, Filippo
Buondelmonte, Marcuccio Strozzi, Pietro Parenti, Simone
Rudolfi, Donate Bonsi, Ser Agnolo, Lorenzo Fiorini, and
other of my friends.
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